8 E R M ON 


Preached before the Honourable the 


HousE of CoMMoNs, 


a en 
St. MaROARE T's Church, Weſtminſter, 
On Friday, Jamuary 30, 1761. 
BEING THE 


Day appointed to be obſerved as the Day of the 
Martyrdom of King Cats I. 


An B V 


THOMAS AS HT OM. p. p. 


js 


— — — — —_—— — 
— 


Rector of St. Bozolph, Biſbopſgate. 
CC AFP 
L O N D O N: 


Printed for J. Wr1sToN and B. WI k, at Boyle - Head, 
in Fleet-Street. 1761. 


Lime, 2 Die Feb. 1761. 


Ordered, 
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St. Marr. X. Chap. 34". Verſe. 


Think not that I am come to ſend peace on earth : 
1 came not to ſend peace, but a ſword. 


Or as in LUKE XII". Ch. 8 be Verſe. 


Suppoſe ye that I am come to give peace on earth? 
I tell you, nay, but rather diviſion. 


RE theſe the words of Chriſt Jeſus, or of 
Mahomet ? Do they breathe the ſpirit of the 
goſpel, or of the alcoran! Can this be the 
declaration of that gentle, that compaſſio- 

nate, that benevolent friend of mankind, or the menace 
of one accuſtomed to rapine, to tyranny, to murder ? 
Does it ſound like the voice of Gop proclaiming peace 
on earth, good will towards men, or of the deſtroying 
angel with his drawn ſword denouncing the exciſion of 
mankind ! 

This account of the Mefliah given by himſelf is ſure- 


ly not, at the firſt view, conſiſtent with thoſe antient 
B delineations 


— —— 
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delineations of the prophets by which it was ſhadowed 
out and prefigured, where much was promiſed of th« 
extraordinary tranquillity and glory of his expected 
reign ; that prince of peace, of the increaſe of whoſe 
government and peace there ſhould be no end, and 
whoſe: throne thould be eſtabliſhed in judgment and 
juſtice for ever. 

There can be no doubt that theſe prophecies deſeribe 
the mild and ſocial character of the Chriſtian diſpenſa- 
tion, and print out the extreme felicity of a common- 
wealth erected upon the ſolid principles of pie:y and be- 
nevolence. | 

But ſeſus, to whom every conſequence of his mini(- 
tration was known from the beginning, foreſeeing that 
his kind intentions to promote the peace and welfare of 
the world would be counteracted by the folly of ſoine 
men, by the malice of many, and by the inattention of 
all, ſpeaks here of the accidental, not of the natural, 
effects of his doctrine, and tells us not what he deficned 
ſhould follow, but what he foreſaw would, in fact, fol- 
low from the publication of the goſpel: that it would 
not ſend peace on earth, but a ſword; or that it would 
rather produce diviſions than unity in the world. 

In this view, whatever might at firſt ſight appear con- 
tradictory to, and irreconcileable with, the outlines of 
Chriſtianity as drawn by the prophets, and Chriſt's own 
account of it, vaniſhes, and the declaration itſelf con- 
tains a new prophecy, the completion of which, at the 
ſame time that it refle&ts ſhame on all the pretenders to 
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his religion, caſts a new light and glory round the 
head of its author and his immediate diſciples. 

We may repreſent then our bleſſed Lord, in the words 
before us, as addrefling himſelf in this manner to his 
firſt followers. 

I know, my friends, that you expect great things 
from me, and you have a right to expect them. Great 
* hopes have been raiſed and great promiſes made in my 
„name, and they ſhall all be fulfilled. But it is pro- 
* hable your expectations may be more haſty than my 
«« deſigns. It is time for you now to know that I have 
% fww9 charatters; without which the accounts of your 
*« prophets would be a heap of inconfiſtency and contra- 
« diction. But that being once known, the whole is 
« plain and perfectly intelligible. I have a double cha- 
„racer, I ſay, that I muſt ir, ſuffer before I canen- 
« ter into my glory, and he who is ambitious of one, 
« muſt firſt partake with me of the other. This is a 
hard doctrine; but I, who came not to flatter men's 
* paſſions but to increaſe their virtue, can make no im- 
« mediate promiſes to you of uninterrupted ſecurity and 
« eaſe. I myſelf am prepared to face all dangers and 
death, and, if you will be my ſervants, you muſt pre- 
*« pare yourſelves to ſhare quietly the ſame fate with your 
© maſter. The croſs, the ſword, and other inſtru- 
ments of torture and of death, are all the preſent offers 
« I can fairly make. They are uncommon temptations ! 
it is true, but they are ſuch as the great buſineſs I am 
* ſent to execute demands, and he who propoſes to 
„ himſelf other rewards muſt ſeek another maſter. 
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« Theſe are the firſt fruits of my commiſſion, this is the 
* painful pre-eminence at which you muſt aſpire. For 
% ſo much will the doctors of the Jewiſh church prefer 
e the appearance of religion to the reality of it, that for 
the ſake of one they will endeavour to extirpate the 
* other. And in this cauſe you mult ſuffer. Nor will 
« the ſufterings of my followers end with this. For 
« after this ſtorm is blown over, and this perſecution 
ce ſhall end in the deſtruction of thoſe who begun it, an 
« event which I will haſten, as a neceſlary vindication of 
* my own authority, an admonition to other nations, 
not to touch mine anointed, and to do my prophets 
no harm, the Gentiles thall have their prejudices a- 
«* gainſt you as well as the Jews; by not attending to my 
« doctrines ſufficiently to underſtand them, they thall 
take offence at their own miſtakes, and ſhall exert not 
« their reaſon, but their power, to ſuppreſs a ſyſtem, 
* which they have not arguments 79 conf wee, nor honeſty 
* to embrace. 

Nor is this the worſt: happy if it were. For when 
this ſmall grain which I am ſowing thall have fixed its 
roots, notwithſtanding the inclemency of the ſeaſon, 
being nouriſhed by my blood and yours, and ſhall have 
*«« ſpread its branches far and wide to afford a ſhelter for 
my future church, then my own pcople being at reſt 
from their enemies, ſhall begin to loſe their affection 
for their friends. They ſhall forget the grand diſ- 
tinction, the immediate end of my religion, peace — 
under the cover of my name they ſhall defeat my de- 
ſign, and being more attached to ſome indifferent ce- 
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1 remony, to ſome doubtful diſputation, than to truth 
« and virtue, ſhall revile, torment and even put to 
« death thoſe who diſſent from their moſt extravagant 
« and contradictory comments on my words.“ This 
we may conceive, I ſay, to be the declaration of our 
bleſſed Saviour in the text, and this prophetic declara- 
tion of his we may ſee to have been but too literally 
fulfilled, to the eternal honour of his true religion, to 
the everlaſting confuſion of all falſe pretences to it. Firſt, 

By the Jews, in his own and his diſciples ſufferings 
and death. Afterwards, 

By the other Nations, in their repeated perſecutions 
of his church. | 

And which concludes all, and is worſe than all the 
reſt, by the diviſions and diſſenſions of thoſe who equally 
laid claim to his authority, while they equally oppoſed 
his will. 

From this ſource, in ſome meaſurs, the calamities of 
this nation lowed ; which brought on the entire diſſolu- 
tion of an admirable conſtitution, both civil and religi- 
ous, and made this iſland a field of blood. 

This is a ſufficient ground, ſure, for national, ſhall 
I fay, or for univerſal, humiliation before Gop ; in 
which every one who lays claim to the glorious privi- 
leges of chriſtianity, to whatever ſect he belong, by 
whatever name he may be diſtinguiſhed, muſt join with 
a heart full of contrition, with reſolutions of avoiding 
with care, what he muſt recollect with horror, that 
Gop's beſt gift ſhould, ever have been fo horridly per- 


verted by the prejudices of men, that all the efforts of 
Jewiſh 
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Jewiſh and of heatheniſh malice could never fix fo in- 


delible a ſtain upon chriſtianity as the diſſenſions among(! 
thoſe who call themſelves chriſtians, have done; and 
that the greateſt obſtacle to, and indeed the ſtrongeſt 
argument againſt, the propagation of chriſtianity, ha; 
ariſen from the divifions and animoſities of thoſe who 
have profeſſed it. 

It is as far from my inclination, J hope, as it is from 
my duty, in this place facred to religious improvement, 
on this ſubject, capable of affording too ſerious and toy 
ſad matter of it, on this day enjoyned by national au- 
thority, for the promotion of public peace, and before 
this aſſembly, the great aſſertors of liberty and guar- 
dians of our rights, to open the wounds of my country, 
which have been now long cloſed, never to be burſt 
aſunder by me. Let it be my bufineſs rather, as it is 
my profeſſion, to pray for the peace of Jeruſalem ; and 
while I touch neceflarily, but tenderly, upon the prin- 
ciples and practices by which that peace was interrupt- 
ed, let it be barely in order to introduce thoſe of ano- 
ther caſt, which may effectually for the future ſecure it. 

I ſhall purſue then the train in which this prophecy 
of our bleſſed Lord has been fulfilled, and ſhew 
the fact, That the propagation of the Chriſtian Re- 
„ ligion has actually, though contrary to the ſpirit and 
*« deſign of it, from the firſt dawn of it to the event of 
„ this day, which we are met together to lament, not 


brought peace upon earth, but rather diviſion, and 
often, as in this inſtance, too literally a ſword.” 
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From this fact I ſhall make ſuch obſervations as the 
occaſion ſhall ſeem to juſtify and exact. Let us take a 
curſory view of it from the beginning 

I. The ſufferings of our bleſſed Lord were almoſt as much 
without a parallel as his virtues. There is ſcarce one 
page in his hiſtory, from his birth to his death that is 
not filled with ſome melancholy relation of his diſtreſs. 
is there a Jew or a Turk, who, abſtracted from the 
prejudice ariling from his name, can read the laſt ſcene 
of his agonies without horror, without tears? And, 
what is at the ſame time a proof of his integrity and of 
his inſpiration, a prophet only could- have foreſeen, an 
impoſtor, if he had foreſeen, would have avoided the 
ſtorm. | 

It was extremely improbable that he ſhould give of- 
fence to-a nation which expected him, to whom he was 
ſent to fulfil every expectation that had been raiſed in 
them from a multiplicity of promiſes; with powers too 
to warrant his commiſſion, exceeding, thoſe by which 
their firſt inſtitution of policy and of religion had been 
eſtabliſhed. Nor was it an eaſy matter in any well re- 
gulated ſtate to bring a perſon to capital puniſhment, 
the innocence of whoſe life would not admit of a ſuſpi- 
cion of the ſlighteſt offence. And even if he were to 
ſuffer, it was ſtill leſs probable that he ſhould ſuffer in 
a way of puniſhment, which the nation, to whom he 
was ſent, could not inflict. Many ſteps, ſome intrica- 
cies, much contradiction, and a degree of perjury was 
neceſſary to bring it to this. He was accuſed of blaſphe- 
my before one tribunal againſt the Gop he worſhipped ; 
of 
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of ſedition at another, againſt the government to which 
he taught ſubmiſſion. The prieſt paſſed a ſentence up- 
on him which he could not execute; the pretor re- 
monſtrated againſt the iniquity of his ſentence, yet put 
it in execution. It was not poſſible therefore that this 
part of his prophecy could be fulfilled without corrup- 
tion in the ſupreme judge of one nation, without cow- 
ardice in that of another. | ; 

IT. His diſciples came as near to their maſter in afflic- 
tion as they did in innocence. Every part of the world 
in which they appeared, was made richer by taeir blood. 
Their own accounts, plain, ſimple, and undiſguiſed as 
they are, carry horror in them. Their treatment from 
their countrymen was bad ; as they increaſed and were 
diſperſed among the nations, their reception was no 
better. They were baniſhed by one emperor, they 
were butchered by another. Inſult was added to inhu- 
manity. They were blackened. with odious names, to 
excite and keep up the popular hatred. As they were 
dreſſed in the ſkins of beaſts, to expoſe them to the fury 
of dogs, ſo they were repreſented in the characters of 
beaſts, to expoſe them to the reſentments of men. 
Moderate puniſhments were -inflicted on the more ve- 
nial crimes of theft, adultery, murder. The invention 
was rack'd to find out one adequate to the unpardonable 
guilt of piety and innocence. The holy religion of Jeſus was 
treated as an execrable ſuperſtition, and the name of 
Chriſtian included every thing that could be faid or con- 
ceiv'd ill of human nature. So literally were they hated 
of all men for his name's ſake ! If in this life only they 
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had had hope in Chriſt, they had ſure been of all men 
moſt miſerable. But a nobler expectation fired their 
breaſts, and raiſed their thoughts to look down upon 
things the moſt ſhocking to human nature, tortures, 
and death. They even ſought their puniſhments with 
as much aſſiduity as others would have declined them. 
Ambitious of martyrdom and prodigal of their blood, 
they were only afraid of eſcaping torment. They con- 
gratulated themſelves and each other in being thought 
worthy to follow the ſteps of the great captain of their 
ſalvation, who was himſelf made perfect by ſuffering, 
imploring mercy from heaven on their murtherers, and 
praying with their laſt breath that their blood might 
not be laid to the charge of thoſe who ſhed it. This was 
the amiable aſpect of that perſecuted church ! lovely in 
her ſorrows and ſuperior to her afflictions. 

III. But when ſhe had tired her perſecutors by pa- 


tience, and her virtues had broke through the cloud of 


her adverſity ; when kings became her protectors, the 
ſcene was not more changed in her circumſtances than 
in her manners. She no ſooner became poſſeſſed of the 
carth than ſhe expreſſed leſs ſollicitude about the king- 
dom of heaven. Thoſe virtues which had flouriſhed in 
the ſhade, were oppreſſed and faded in too warm a ſun. 
Charity, the very ſoul and ſpirit of the Chriſtian faith, 
was too ſoon loſt in a thouſand ridiculous queſtions, 
which were not of the eſſence of religion, and could be 
of no other uſe but to perplex, and, in the end, ſup- 
plant it. Who, for inſtance, that had any tolerable 
notion of the true liberty wherewith Chriſt has made 
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us free, would have had the leaſt idea of recurring to 
the beggarly elements of the Mofaic ordinances, and 
of embaraſſing the pure, and perpetual, and univerſal 
religion of Jeſus Chriſt with that ſervile, and temporary, 
and local ritual! One cannot recollect without horror 
the immoral principles which flowed from an impure 
fountain, and polluted too early the Chriſtian church. 
Could any man ſuppoſe that perſons devoted to the hap- 
py hope of the glorious appearance of our Lord and Sa- 
viour, Jeſus Chriſt, could break into diviſions about 
the time of celebrating the anniverſary of his reſurrec- 
tion? Is it credible that men ſwallowed up, as one 
ſhould ſuppoſe, in gratitude for the inexpreſſible con- 
deſcenſion of divine love, ſhould, with bold impiety, 
be ſubdividing his nature, and defining his effence, in- 
ſtead of the more acceptable as well as more reaſonable 
ſervice of conforming themſelves to his will? To de- 
cide peremptorily, and excommunicate each other for 
not ſubſcribing implicitly to each fide of a queſtion on a 
ſubje& which the angels are defirous to ſtoop down 
barely to contemplate? How often might a pious 
Chriſtian read over the whole goſpel with devotion, 
without ever dreaming of the ſaints reigning a thouſand 
years upon the earth? What dying man ever reproved 
himſelf for not having properly ſettled the point con- 
cerning the baptizing of heretics, or the virgin-mother ? 
How honeſtly may a good man endeavour to do what he 
can without ever deciding upon original fin, or wan- 
dering through the ſubtle mazes of liberty and neceſſity ? 
From what leſſon of ſcripture could one learn either to 
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worſhip an idol, or to purſue with an anathema one 
who thinks his imagination may be helped by looking 
upon a picture or a ſtatue? What a ſpirit of Chriſtian 
love mult inſpire the world when the whole eaſtern and 
weſtern churches became more diſtant in opinion than 
they were in fituation, upon the admiſſion of a ſingle 
word into their creed. 

Can charity itſelf cover the multitude of fins in that 
ſtrange conſtitution, the church of Rome, which is fo 
viſibly oppoſite both in doctrine and practice to every 


thing that Chriſtianity, or even reaſon, enjoyns or could 


intend ? Whoever can convince himſelf of the propriety 
of prohibiting marriage to one ſet of men: of conceal- 
ing the ſcriptures in a tongue not underſtood by ano- 
ther: of a place ſeparated for the purgation of fouls, 
and the church's receiving the price of their purgation : 
of the bodily preſence of Gop (if I may ſo ſay) in the 
commemoration of our bleſſed Saviour's paſſion : of a 
prieſt aſſuming the divine attribute of being incapable of 
error; and of the apoſtolic ſee ſupreme even to the de- 
poſition of kings and ſubverſion of ſtates, muſt ground 
his opinions on other authorities than any which I can 
find in the ſocial and peaceable goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. 

If theſe opinions were conſidered as ſpeculations mere- 
ly, they might excite our compaſſion, when we reflect 
upon the blood that has been ſhed in ſupport of ſuch 
crude and ſubtle and unreaſonable as well as unchriſ- 
tian tenets, it excites at the ſame time our horror and 
our indignation. Bleſſed be that ra, from whatever 
motive it might riſe at firſt, by whatever means it was 
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at laſt effected, whoſe happy light diſpelled theſe phan- 
toms! It was a happineſs ardently to be wiſhed before 
it was had, to be gratefully acknowledged afterwards 
to eſcape from that dungeon, even though all our fet- 
ters were not quite ſhook off; for it will not be faid 
that the reformation, acceptable as it was, put an end 
to all that was wild and viſionary or cruel in religion, 
Muſt we not confeſs with ſhame, what we cannot deny 
with truth, that it was productive of as much folly as 
that church from which it was divorced, and of as much 
barbarity as that of which it had complained ? So eaſy 
is the tranſition from one extreme to the other; fo com- 
mon is it, even in religion, to know no bound to one's 
fancy but one's power, and to plead for mercy till we 
are grown ſtrong enough to refuſe it. This was but too 
fadly verified in the times we now commemorate, when 
a zeal without knowledge inthe reformed falling in with an 
unhappy ferment in the ſtate, bore down the beſt diſ- 
ciplined church and the beſt modelled civil government 
in the world in one common ruin, and brought a 
prince to the ſcaffold, who, under the influence of 
other maxims, examples, and alliances, and in a time 
when the rights of the crown and of the people had 
been better underſtood, would have been an ornament 
to a throne. 

So near was the alliance here between Church and 
State. They were inſeparably united. They went 
hand in hand. They flouriſhed and fell together. They 
were lovely in their lives, and in their deaths they could 
not be divided. | 
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Let me not incur the diſpleaſure of the friends of 
liberty, if, while I feel with them for the grievances of 
my country, I reſerve one ſigh for the hard fate of the 
King, who ſeemed deſirous to have them redreſſed. It 
may happen, that in the too warm purſuit of freedom, 
the advocates for it may be carried violently over the fen- 
ces of equity and humanity. 

It makes little difference, I confeſs, for the preſent, 
to a people who labour under the weight of oppreſſion, 
whether their hardſhips ariſe from the temper, or from 
the error of the Prince, but in the proſpect the diffe- 
rence is conſiderable. A miſtake may be eaſily ſet right, 
it may be a much more difficult task to alter a diſpoſi- 
tion. Yet how far even the inconveniences ariſing from 
the latter might have been prevented by gentler methods 
than that of blood ; let that happy period of our conſti- 
tution teſtify, when the liberties of the people, like a 
bone well ſet, became the: ſtronger for having been 
broken; when by the temper and good conduct of a 
legal parhament made wiſer by the miſcarriages which 
had preceded, and equally ſenſible of the unhappineſs 
that muſt attend upon either extreme in Church and 
State, the rights of the people were effectually ſecured, 
without overturning the ſtate. of the Church, or ſacrifi- 
cing the life of the King. A ſettlement at which reli- 
gion does not bluſh,. while at the fame time Uberty had 
in it the completeſt triumph. 

As it is the Birth-right of the nes ſubje& in this 
realm to receive his ſentence from his equals, one would 


have haped + that the firſt perſon in the State might have 
been 
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been indulged with ſomething more like the ſame privi- 
lege than, I ſuppoſe, any man, whatever his political 
principle may be, will pretend thoſe judges to have 
been. There is ſomething ſo very particularly difficult 
in the caſe of Kings, that any miſcarriage of them 
ſeems to deſerve a very particular compaſiion. It is a 
doctrine as rational as it is chriſtian, to pity, as wel] 
as pray for, Kings, and all that are in authority; and 
when one recollects the long proceſs of this Monarch's 
afflictions, and his execrable murder, it is impoſſible 
for any man to approve, who would not ' himſelf hav- 
been an acceſſary to it. Let thoſe avow that who 
can juſtify it. A man mult have loſt what diſtinguithe: 
him from a ſavage, who does not feel ſome ſenlib!- 
emotions, when he figures to himſelf infulted Royalty 
in that affecting portrait. 


« When duſt was caſt upon that ſacred head, 
« Which with ſuch gentle ſorrow he ſhook off 
«« His face ſtill combating 'twixt tears and ſmiles, 
That had not heav'n, for ſome ſtrong purpoſe, ſtecl'd 
« The hearts of men, they muſt perforce have melted, 
« And Barbariſm itſelf have pity'd him 
But while we compaſſionate the King, we cannot be 
unconcerned for the commonwealth. We may look 
upon the firſt efforts of Patriotiſm in theſe diſtracted 
times like the guſhing out of a clear ſtream from a 
wholeſome ſpring, which too ſoon meeting with trou- 
bled waters loſt its purity, and its virtue, and was 
hurried on with dirt and noiſe, and violence, to thc 
deſtruction of every thing that oppoſed it. But it is 
uncomfortabl- 
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uncomfortable treading on this deceitful Ground, 
where aſhes juſt cover the heat, which, on the leaſt 
motion, are ready to break out into a flame, and 
as it is not the buſineſs of a Chriſtian preacher to vindi- 
cate one ſide at the expence of the other, nor to be of 
any party, where perhaps no good man can fairly keep 
pace throughout with either. It ſuffices to my purpoſe, 
and to the occaſion to have included this amongſt thoſe 
inſtances in which religion, the Chriſtian religion, real 
or pretended, has had its ſhare in the diviſions. And 
when we conſider the complaints on all hands, the real 
hardſhips ſuſtained, and the number of lives loſt from. 
the opening to the cloſing of theſe inteſtine wounds, I 
fancy this period will make no inconſiderable figure a- 
mongſt thoſe particulars from the induction of which we 
ice the completion of this prophecy ! Give me leave to 
make a ſhort reflection or two and I have done. 

1. We have ſeen how minutely this prophecy has 
been fulfilled in the various calamities which befel the 
Church of Chriſt, Let us firſt take ſhame to ourſelves 
as men, that our common human nature ſhould ever 
have been ſo totally warped from the rule of right, as to 
have been capable of treating the very beſt of their ſpe- 
cies, the preachers of righteouſneſs, the meſſengers of 
heaven, as wretches too wicked to live ; and of account- 
ing thoſe perſons as not worthy of a place in the world 
of whom the world was not worthy. But though this 
reflection falls upon our nature, our faith incurs no 
cenſure. Chriſtianity flouriſhed while her profeſſors ſuf- 
fered ; and if the Church was perſecuted, the religion 
triumphed ! 

2. Not 
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2. Not ſo in the diſſenſions between Chriſtians them- 
ſelves. Here the reproof falls heavier on us. The in- 


| ſtitution of Jeſus received a deeper wound from its friends 
| than it was in the power of all its adverſaries to give it. 


| To perſons who judge of a rule by the practice of thoſe 
| who refer to it, the religion ſuffered on account of the 
| weakneſſes of its nominal votaries; and the goſpel it- 
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| ſelf, like the author of it, was condemned to ſuffer for 
iniquities that were not its own. 
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3. The reproach will come ſtill nearer home to us, 
as members of a reformed Church. What can we, 
who have proteſted againſt the tyranny of one Church, 
ſay for ourſelves, if we relapſe into the errors we have 
ſo juſtly condemned in others. 


| 4. When we look calmly back upon theſe diſſenſions, 
and ſee how little foundation moſt of them had in the 
doctrines ; how little juſtification any of them can re- 
ceive from the precepts of the goſpel. - Let us learn 
how much more the ends of providence, in its religious 
diſpenſations, are anſwered by a Chriftian temper, than 
by any thing elſe which we may fancy better. Let us 
learn to diſtinguiſh carefully between what is indiffe- 
rent in Chriſtianity, and what is eſſential to it, and 
how ſolicitous ſo ever we may be about the latter, let 
us leave the former to be contended for by thoſe whoſe 
devotion lies more in their imagination than in their 
judgment. When we take our ſtand at any period, 
and 
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and upon any ſubject of religious diſcord, we may 
fairly put this queſtion to any of the parties, 


— — Diing hunc AR DOR HM mentibus addunt ? 
— — An ſua cuique DRus fit PIRA CUPI DO? 


VI. En. Lib; IX. 


5. Let us remember that though offences of this kind 
muſt needs come, yet a woe is denounced upon him by 
whom the offence ſhall come. And as this prophecy 
has been but too fully verified on one fide, let us endea- 
vour to be the happy inſtruments in accompliſhing 
that other part of the deſcription given by the Pro- 
phets of the Meſſiah's kingdom, when every beaſt of 
prey, and every religious ſet, more fierce than any of 
them, ſhall remit of their ferocity, when they ſhall 
not kill nor hurt in all my holy mountain, faith the 
Lord of hoſts! 

6. To conclude. Let the idle prejudices in religion, 
and the indeterminate rights of ſtate, which we have 
been ſurveying, teach us to admire and ſet a proper 
value upon the rare felicity of our own times, when a 
happy moderation of opinion in one, and a gentle exer- 
ciſe of acknowledged power in the other, open a pleaſ- 
ing proſpect of entire harmony in both. And as an ef- 
ſectual ſecurity againſt any ſimilar criſis of our conſti- 
tution, we ſee a monarch on the throne, whoſe per- 
onal virtues have all the additional aids of inheritance, 
of education, of example, of domeſtic connexion, to 
lead him. by the hand to a paternal love for his peo- 
ple, and to engage the willing allegiance of a grate- 
ful country. 
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